
3rd Grade Weekly Spelling Plan 
 
Parents,  

Below is a table that shows how you are able to help  your children with their spelling for 
this year.  This year, we will be focusing on spelling patterns, or features.  Each week the 
children will have a group of words that will focus on a given feature.  We will spend all week 
working on that feature, and students will be assessed on Friday.  There is not a set “list” of 
words for them to study.  Rather, each day you will be asked to do a different type of “sort” with 
your children to help them practice.  Meanwhile, we will be also sorting and doing a variety of 
activities using the different styles of learning.  Below the table is an explanation for each type of 
sort. Please remember, we will complete these assignments in class. Thursday night, the Blind 
Writing Sort will be a required homework assignment each week. This will help them to prepare 
for the test. If at any time, your child receives a grade lower than an A or B, ALL of these 
assignments will be required until they bring their test grade back up on one of the following 
tests. If your child receives a 100 on their Spelling Test, they won’t have any spelling homework 
the following week. 
 

Monday Word Sort 

Tuesday Writing Sort 

Wednesday Writing Sort 

Thursday Blind Writing Sort *** 

Friday No spelling practice; they will be assessed on 
Fridays :)  

 
Words Sort - Each monday students will bring home a container full of their word sort cards for 
the week.  They should sort them according to the pattern/feature 
 
Writing Sort -Students should write the words in columns according to the patterns they follow. 
 
Blind Sort - Key words are laid as headers.  Parent calls out a word without showing it.  Student 
points to where the word should go, and the parent lays down the word card to check it’s 
spelling against the key word. 
 
Blind Writing Sort - Key words are written at the top of a piece of paper.  Student then writes 
the words in the correct column as they are called aloud.   After the word has been written, the 
parent immediately shows the word card to the student so he/she can check the work.  
 
Speed Sort - Using  a timer, students should be timed as they sort their words into categories. 
After obtaining a baseline speed, students repeat the sort several times and try to beat their own 
time.  Repeated, timed speed sorts help students internalize the spelling patterns. 
 

Thank you for your help! 
 

Mrs. Engel 


